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form of administered death is 

primarily a societal issue, its 
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2/	The definition of care
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I - CARE: A CLEAR AND CONSTANT CORPUS
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1/	Medical deontology and nursing 

deontology: reference texts
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The Oath includes the following 

assertion: “I will do everything 

in my power to relieve suffering. 

I will not prolong abusively 

the agony of the terminally ill. 

I will never provoke death 

intentionally.”
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3/	The obligation to relieve pain, at 

any cost
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II - THE RIGHTS OF END-OF-LIFE PATIENTS
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1/	Guaranteeing the patient’s 

will: strengthening the role 

of advance directives and 

considering the views of the 

person’s immediate entourage.
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2/	The fight against unreasonable 

obstinacy.
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The health care professional’s 

responsibility is to listen, inform, 

and accompany the patient and 

their entourage towards sharing 

and accepting the diagnosis, 

the therapeutic options, and 

acquiring a good understanding 

of the benefits and risks of each 

of these options. 
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–  Fourth criterion:���������

� �
�����������������������

�������������������������������

�����
�������������������������	���

�����������������������	����

� �
�
�����
������������
���������

����� �
���������������
�������

�����������������������������

�� �
��������
������������

����	����������������������¥�	��
�
������
���	������� ��������	��

�����
��������� �������������������
���������
������������
���������������

������������������������
�����������

������������
����������������

������������������������������������

����
�����
����������������������
��

���������������������
����
�����

������������������������������������

��������������������������
�������

������������
���������������
�����

���������������������
��
���
���������

��������
������������	�����
������
���

����������������������������������

������������������������������������

Everything will be done to 

relieve pain while avoiding 

unreasonable obstinacy, and 

without ever seeking to cause 

death deliberately.

It is important to remember that 

intention alone is not enough. 

Three aspects are important 

to know if sedation is morally 

permissible: the nature of the act, 

the final intention of the act, and 

the value of the final intention. 

Let us never forget to question 

the intrinsic nature of the act we 

want to perform. Some acts will 

always be intrinsically wrong; 

performing them with good 

intentions will not change their 

value.

It should be reaffirmed that 

deep and continuous sedation 

until death is not intended to 

cause the patient’s death, but 

rather to provide comfort in their 

final moments of life if they no 

longer wish to be conscious.
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III - ADMINISTERED DEATH PROCEDURE CONFRONTED TO ETHICS AND 

CAREGIVING PRACTICE
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1/	Receiving and hearing the 

patient’s request
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Taken as a whole, they also 

reflect a growing inability to 

accept the very fact of death, 

which no longer finds a place in 

our collective representations.
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All signatories agree on 

implementing active and 

supportive listening to these 

requests

An exclusively technical, 

hospital-centred approach that 

neglects the human dimension 

of the patient is a strong 

factor of anger and legitimate 

dissatisfaction among patients in 

general, particularly those at the 

end of life.
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2/	Assessing the quality of consent: 

the question of decision-making 

autonomy
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The signatory organizations of 

this opinion recall that individual 

will is changeable, especially when 

the person is confronted with a 

prognosis of death in the medium 

or short-term, particularly if 

various causes of suffering 

accompany this prognosis.
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Each caregiver should continue 

to accompany patients who, while 

waiting for euthanasia, would 

send them a message of useless 

care since they would be applied 

to people who no longer consider 

themselves dignified. 
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3/	Administering a lethal substance: 

a major ethical transgression
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 Legalizing a form of medically 

administered death would have 

“significant psychological and 

emotional consequences for 

health care professionals who 

practice it.

Healthcare workers’ opposition 

is different for “assisted suicide ” 

methods, which exclude the act 

of administration. However, 

healthcare workers have a 

consensus that these methods 

cannot be considered as care 

and must be materially separated 

from caregiving practice.

For these professionals, 

opposition to the legalization of 

euthanasia is particularly strong. 
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conclusionKeep solidarity alive 

in a healthcare system 

facing structural 

crisis
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2 - World Health Organization’s (WHO) definition of palliative care
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1 – The Hippocratic Oath – version updated in 2012 – Order of Physicians 
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